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Extract from the Minutes of the Society. 
& The Preſident was appointed by the Meeting to 


give their Thanks to the Reverend Alexander Pirie, for 


his excellent Sermon preached before them this day; and 
fo requeſt that he will furniſh them with his Manuſcript, 


in order to its. being printed.” 
ALEZX. RANKEN, N 


Glaſgow, Nov. 7th. 1797. 


THE DUTIES AND SUALIFICATIONS OF A GOSPEL 
MISSION ART: 


A SERMON. 


— 
* 
C 


„% GO YE THEREFORE AND. TEACH ALL NATIONS” &c, 


MATTHEW xxvüi, 19, 20. 
HE enlargement of Chriſt's kingdom i is not 
viſionary, but real. It is aſcertained by 
a ſeries of Divine Prophecies; and the fullfil- 
ment of theſe is demonſtrated by undeniable 


facts. The diſplays of God's faithfulneſs in the 


events, which are paſt, give the ſureſt grounds 


to expect thoſe, which are the ſubje& of pro- 
miles, and are yet to come. The ſcheme, which 
our gracious Lord, long ſince, began to unfold, 


will be progreſſive; till the myſtery of God is 
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finiſhed. The words of the text, refer to a diſ- 
tinguiſhed era in the Church. A pleaſing ſcene 
was to be brought forward; and ancient pre- 


dictions, were to be realized. God, who at 


ſundry times, and in divers manners, ſpake in 
time paſt, unto the Fathers by the Prophets, 
hath in the beginning of theſe laſt days, ſpoken 
to the Church, by his Son, unto whom all 
power was given, in heayen and in earth. The 
eleven Diſciples met with him, on a mountain 
in Gallilee, as he had appointed. He publiſh- 
ed their Commiſſion. The Saviour, having 
finiſhed the work which was given him to do, 
and ariſen from the dead, was viſited with full- 
neſs of official powers, as a part of that glory, 
into which he had now entered. His univer- 
ſal dominion is announced: in the exerciſe of 
it, he manages the kingdom of grace, and of 
providence: and he gives eternal life, to as- 
many as the Father hath given him. On this 


| folemn occaſion, when our Lord ſpoke to his 
Diſciples, he authorized them, as Miſſionaries, 


to declare his Name, as the Saviour, through- 
out all the earth. Every circumſtance, which 
can command our reverence, and love, ſignal- 
ized his interview with them. Their Commif- 


ſion threw light upon the glorious things 


which are faid of Zion, the City of God; and 
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will give effect to the deſigns, for which this, 
and other Miſſionary Societies, are eſtabliſhed. 
While the Head of the Church liveth; and this 
ſaying of his, is upon ſacred record, we ſhall 
never have reaſon to be afraid, nor aſhamed: of 
our hopes. If the Mediator's kingdom, is to 
be extended, the means of accompliſhing this 
good work, muſt not be neglected. According- 
ly, it pleaſed Jeſus, to call forth the exertions 
of thoſe, of like paſſions with ourſelves, that 
they might commit the truſt to faithful men.— 
This Apoſtolic Commiſhon, I preſume, contains 
in it a Divine Sanction, for propagating the 
Goſpel, in the uſe of regular means. It makes, 
known the ſeveral duties, incumbent on thoſe 
who ſhall be thus employed. And it ſecures to 
them, the beſt encouragement, to this honour- 
able ſervice. I am far from thinking that I'can 
offer any thing new, or ſtriking, upon the text. 
It has been often illuſtrated, with an ingenuity 
and clearneſs of reaſoning, to which I have no 
pretenſions. The ſubje& of Miſſions, has a- 


wakened the attention of the ſerious. It has 
been preſented in a variety of lights, both pleaſ- 
ing and inſtructive. To repeat the ſame things, 
to you, to me indeed is not grievous, and for 
« you it is ſafe.” If in obedience to the ap- 
pointment of the Directors of this Society, I 


might contribute. in any degree to recommend 
Miſſionary deſigns and exertions, by preaching, 
I ſhall be abundantly gratified. Let us be 
« willing, to decreaſe, if ſo be that Jeſus en- 
< creaſe.” . Keeping in view, the occaſion of 
our preſent meeting, we ſhall offer the follow- 
ing propoſitions, which we conceive to be 
founded, on the Commiſſion, given by our Lord, 
to his Apoſtles— And a review of its ſeveral 
articles, will ſuggeſt ſome of theſe qualifications, 
which Miſſionaries, ought to poſſeſs. 

In proſecution of this plan, let us attend to 
the following obſervations. 

(I.) The way was opened for the Apoſtles 
7 Chriſt, and for others alſo, in purſuit of the 
fame views and deſign; to viſit all lands, for the 
propagation and furtherance of the Goſpel. 

(II.) Teaching the people, among whom 
they go, is the firſt object, to which the atten- 
tion of Miſſionaries ſhould be directed. 

(III.) Thoſe who exhibit conſiſtent evidences, 
of their Converſion to the Faith of the Goſpel, 
have a Right to the initiating Seal of the Cove- 
nant of Grace, and authorized Miſhonaries, are 
called to diſpenſe it. 

(IV.) If it is the duty of Converts to Chriſ. 
tĩanity, to go on unto perfection, it belongs to 
the office, of their Spiritual Guides, to encou- 
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rage their progreſs, by teaching them to ob- 
ſerve all things, whatſoever, their Maſter' has 
given them in charge, to inculcate. 

(V). Whatever motive, is neceſſary, to Miſ- 
ſionary exertions, is included in the promiſe, of 
Jeſus? Spiritual preſence, with thoſe who are 
ſent forth to teach the nations. 


| In the firſt place; The way was opened, for 


the Apoſtles: of Chriſt, and for others-alſo, in 
purſuit of the ſame vie vs and deſign to viſit all 
lands, for the propagation and furtherance of 
the Goſpel. In virtue of this unlimited 


ation, they are commanded to go, nothing 


doubting of their right tõ be introduced, to e- 
very place, where human beings reſide. The 
Apoſtolic Miſſionaries underſtood the nature, 
and extent of their Lord's mandate; and they 
preached the Goſpel, to Jews and Gentiles, 

wherever they came: Under the banner "of a Di- 
vine Commiſſion, and furniſhed with extraordi- 


nary powers, they traverſed many countries, 
and made manifeſt the ſavour of Chriſt's know- 


ledge, with ſingular delight and ſucceſs. The 
ſphere, however, of their miniſtrations, was 


not extended, far beyond the limits of the Ro- 


man empire. Many parts of the world, were, 
at that time, unknown. Though multitudes, 
became obedient to the Faith, the greater part 
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8 
remained in unbelief. In the days of the A- 
poſtle Paul, the number of Jewiſh Converts, 
was ſmall, when compared with the body of that 
people. And it would appear, that the blind- 
neſs, which, in part, has happened to Iſrael, 
will continue till the Fulneſs of the Gentiles, be 
come in. The prophecies, which refer to the 


general Converſion, of both, are yet to be 


fulfilled. And how ſhall this take place, but by 
diffuſing the Goſpel, through all lands. How 
„ ſhall they believe in him of whom they have 
* not heard? And how ſhall they hear with- 


r out a preacher? And how ſhall they preach 


cc except they be ſent?” The Apoſtles of our 
Lord, entered deeply into the ſpirit of Miſ- 
fionary work. They proclaimed the triumphs 
of the Croſs, in many countries, remote from 
Judea. But they have long ſince reſted from 
their labours, and have left us an example of 
zeal and perſeverance, that we ſhould follow 
their ſteps. The firſt fruits, were then, reaped; 
that we may rejoice in the proſpect of an abun- 
dant harveſt. But our hopes and joys muſt be 
accompanied, with unremitting exertions, as 
theirs were. A great door and an effectual 
was opened to them; and they went on unwea- 
ried in the ſervice, although they had many ad- 
verſaries. The field of operation on which 
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they entered, is open ſtill. It is true, men are 
not ſent forth in the ſame manner, nor with the 


ſame extraordinary powers, as the Apoſtles of 


Chriſt were. But the ſame Goſpel muſt be 
preached for the Converſion of Jews and Gen- 
tiles. And the ſame promiſes, are acceſſible for 
the comfort of Miſſionaries, under the difficul- 
ties of their work. We have a ſure word of 
prophecy, which informs us, ** that all ends of 
& the earth ſhall remember, and turn unte the 
* Lord, and all the kindreds of the nations, 
< ſhall worſhip before him.” We have a per- 
emptory word of command, Go to all na- 
ce tions.” The boundaries of action are large. 
No country is excepted. I own that, among 


the people, where there is ſome degree of civil- 
_ 1zation, the probability of ſucceſs is greater, 


and the danger leſs, than among the rude and 
barbarous. But the moſt uncultivated nations, 
fall within the ſphere of this Commiſſion. If 
men will ſuſpend their ſucceſs, upon the nature 
of exiſting circumſtances: if they refuſe to go 


where theſe are leſs favourable, the ſphere of 


exertion will be narrowed indeed. The moſt 


of the nations of the unenlightened, will be de- 


prived of the means of Chriſtian knowledge 
he thought be far from us— Ve, then, who 


regard the word of the Lord; ye who have any 
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compaſſion for immortal ſouls, ready to periſh; 
go among blinded Jews and Heathens. Occu- 


py your talents, as the Lord hath bidden you, 
till he come. Why ſhould change of climate, 


and of company, intimidate you? Though theſe 
wretched people cannot invite you, from a 
knowledge of the beauty and comforts: of the 
Goſpel, which they have not heard, to come 
over and help them, their deplorable fituation, 
has a voice in it, which muſt penetrate every gra- 
cious and feeling heart. The Saviour, who was 
a friend of publicans and ſinners, and fat among 
them, to teach them, can preſerve you, from 
falling, and make your way proſperous. © He is 


c found of them that ſought him not, and ſhall 


cc be made manifeſt unto them, that aſked not 
c after him.” Though, to Iſrael, he faith, 
« All day long I have ſtretched forth my hands 
cc unto a diſobedient and gainſaying people, 
who knows but many among them, ſhall be 
ſaved by your means? Here let your holy am- 
bition be enkindled—1n this let a ſpirit of en- 
terpriſe ſhew itſelf, * In leaving your Father's 
& houſe and your own people, ye go to ſeek 
de the ſheep that are loſt, and may be found; 
that are dead, and may be made. alive.” 


How can ye be better employed? Your right 


of introduction to them, has the chartered ſeal 
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of heaven, to confirm it. In the uſe of pru- 
dent means, the Lord of the harveſt will, in 
due time, remove every obſtacle, and bring you 
to the field, to reap with gladneſs. 
In the ſecond place; Teaching the people, a- 
mong whom they go, is the firſt object, to which 
the attention of the Miſſionaries, is to be di- 
rected. Go, ſaid Jeſus, to his Diſciples, teach 
all nations, whether they are Jews or Gentiles, 
The merchant goes abroad, to realize his com- 
mercial ſpeculations; the man of pleafure to 
gratify his curioſity; and the philoſopher to ex- 
pand his mind, in literary purſuits: But the 
Miſſionary viſits diſtant iſles, in order to ſhew 
the obſtinate Jews, and the blinded Heathen, 
the way of Salvation, by the Croſs of Chriſt. 
And accordingly, when he arrives at the place 
of his deſtination, his inquiry will be, Where 
ſhall I find people, to hear the words of eter- 
nal life? In what region ſhall I enjoy the moſt 
extenſive ſphere of uſefulneſs? What town or 
kingdom, will afford me the beſt ſituation for 
ſpreading abroad the renown of my exalted 
Lord. A fatisfying anſwer, to fuch queſtions, 
will make his heart exult. Our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in giving this Commiſſion to his Apoſ- 
tles, commanded them to teach all nations whe- 
ther they went. That is, to make Diſciples of 
B 2 
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them; by inſtructing them in the knowledge of 
Chriſtian doctrines; and by uſing every habile 
mean to train them up in the practice of reli- 
gion, till they ſhould make a credible profeſſion 
of their Faith. This, I apprehend, is the work 
of one ſent among Jews and Heathen nations. 
With the Scriptures before him; he will teach 
them—that mankind are univerſally depraved, 
as deſcendants of their firſt Parent,. and by rea- 
ſon of their own perſonal iniquities—that they 
are children of wrath and diſobedience, inca- 
pable of doing or willing ſpiritual good—that 
their natural enmity againſt God, acquires 
ſtrength, by every inſtance of neglect of duty, 
and unlawful indulgence. He will teach them, 
that the Son of God came to ſeek and fave the 
loſt of human kind—that by his infinitely valu- 
able and viccarious righteouſneſs, he has glori- 
fied divine perfections, in the higheſt, and pur- 
chaſed eternal life, for as many as the Father 
hath given him—that ſinners of every deſcrip- 
tion, and of every nation, who heap of this Sa- 
viour, may come to him, and have life, accord- 
ing to the record of the Goſpel. He will teach 
them, the abſolute need of a vital connection 
with Jeſus, the living Head, and the almighty 
agency of the Spirit, to form a new nature 1n, 
them, and of his continued influences, to per- 
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fe& it that the law of Chriſt is ſpiritual, and 
his commandments holy, juſt and good that 
the obligations to every duty, they owe to God, 
to their neighbour, and to themſelves, ariſe 
from the authority of the Divine Lawgiver, and 
are enforced by his declarations of love. To 
theſe, as revealed in the Goſpel, will the faith- 
ful Miſſionary direct the more poliſhed Jew, 
and rude Barbarian. It will be his buſineſs to 
unfold the meaning of Prophecy concerning the 
Meſſiah, for the conviction of Jews; and of gra- 
cious Promiſes, for the converſion of idolatrous 
Gentiles. The knowledge of theſe, is neceſſa- 
ry to conſtitute them Diſciples of Chriſt. 
Moreover, it- is requiſite, -that every habile 
mean ſhould be employed to train them up in 
the practice of religion, till they poſſeſs the evi- 
dences of diſcipleſhip. It is not ſufficient that 
they know, in ſome meaſure, evangelical truths, 
but that they manifeſt the influence of them, in 
a ſober and religous demeanouf that they be 
devotional, and attentive to the ordinances of 
Chriſt— that they abſtain from thoſe vices to 
which they have been formerly addicted, and 
walk in the paths of truth and holineſs. In per- 
forming this part of their work, Miſſionaries 
will have ſcope for all their wiſdom and vi- 
gilance; that they may rightly compare former 
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diſadvantages with preſent appearances, and 
judge of the evidences of their Chriſtanity ac- 
cording to theſe. To teach the rude and igno- 
rant in countries diſtinguiſhed for Chriſtian 
privileges and civilization, is difficult: it is much 
more ſo in thoſe which have not enjoyed either 
Allet not, however, the pions Miſſionary be dif. 
couraged; for there is more hope of gaining 
the mild and untutored African, than the proud 
and ſelf-righteous Briton. Come, then, ye 
who have been taught at the ſchool of Chriſt, 
though ye have not learned your Divinity at 
the foot of a Gamaliel, and you alſo, whoſe minds 
have been enlarged by the powers of human li- 
terature, offer your ſervices to teach the igno- 
rant, and them who are out of the way. Ar 
home, the harveſt is great, but the labourers 
are more numerous. Abroad, the harveſt is 
much greater, and the labourers very few. 
Come, ye lovers of Jeſus, and of mankind, and 
lend your aid, to plow up the fallow-ground of 
cold and barren hearts. Ye ſhall reap if ye 
* faint not.“ | 

In the third place; Thoſe who exhibit con- 
fiſtent evidences of their converſion to the Faith 
of the Goſpel, have a right to the initiating ſeal 
of the Covenant of Grace; and authorized Mit- 
ſionaries are called to diſpenſe it. The Apoſtles 
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of Chriſt, having diſcipled the nations to whom 
they went, were commanded to baptiſe them, 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt. The ordinance of Baptiſm 
was divinely appointed to be the viſible token 
of their admiſſion into the Chriſtian Church, 
and of their title to its privileges. Before any 
received it, a profeſſion of their Faith was de- 
manded. The terms of their admiſſion muſt be 
fulfilled—and it was fit it ſhould be ſo, while 
the Church had not as yet received an organiz- 
ed form.* The people, who had been aliens 
to the common-wealth of Iſrael, and thoſe who 
were, in time paſt, Gentiles in the Fleſh, be- 
hoved to be inſtrufted in the nature of the 
Chriſtian Faith and practice, in order to their 
being declared members of the Church of 
Chriſt. As this is the condition of the people 
with whom this Society has to do, Miſſionar- 
ies clothed with the Paſtoral office, have autho- 
rity to baptiſe Diſciples from among the Hea- 
then. In diſcharging this duty, they ought to 
inform them, that Baptiſm is a ſolemn inſtitution 
of Jeſus, the Saviour—a badge of his ſcholars 


The above reaſoning, we apprehend, will not apply 
to the matured ſtate of the Chriſtian Church, and ſo does 
not militate againſt the practice of Infant Baptiſm, for 
which I profeſs myſelf an advocate. | 
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—an evidence of their belief of one God in 
three Perſons, and of all the doctrines and pri- 
vileges of Redemption — that their being bap- 
tiſed into the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, is an open avow- 
al of their obligations to love and ſerve the 
Lord with all their hearts; in oppoſition to the 
devil, the world, and the fleſh—that' it is in- 
tctended te remind them of their original pollu- 
tion; and to confirm their Faith, in the Blood 
of ſeſus Chriſt, God's Son, which cleanſeth 
from all Sin—that their Baptiſm is a mark of 
diſcrimination from the world, lying in wicked- 
neſs; and a monitor of what they ought to be 
; and to do. The form of adminiſtering this ordi- 
| nance, whether by ſprinkling, or immerſion, 
[. with whatever is eſſential to it, I conceive to be 
| preſcribed by its gracious Author; and theſe 
l will be carefully obſerved by zealous and well 
q inſtructed Miſſionaries. Such who go forth as 
A} Catechiſts, will labour to ſtore the minds of the 
| © | | Heathen with uſeful ſcriptural knowledge. 
| Men, ſet apart to the Holy Miniſtry, will diſ- 
| penſe to them the ſeals of the New Covenant. 
And thoſe who were ignorant before of the 
great things of God's law, being thus taught, 
and deſiring to know the way of God more 
perfectly, will be capable to try the Spirits. 
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By bringing every opinion to the ſtandard of 
the Divine Law and teſtimony, they will prove 
all things, and hold faſt that which is good. 

Other Miſſionary Societies, as well as this, 
have good reaſon to give thanks to the Lord of 
the Harveſt, becauſe he has diſpoſed ſo many 
to offer themſelves as Catechiſts to inſtruct 
Heathen people. We applaud the ardor of 
their Chriſtian love. But, why ſo much back- 
wardneſs among thoſe of another Order to go 
out, and ſhare with them in the honours of the 
| Redeemer's kingdom, by preaching his Goſpel, 

and diſpenſing all his facred inſtitutions? Do 
you object to the propoſal of a Miſſion, becauſe 
you think the Lord has need of your ſervices 
in your own country? It cannot be denied that 
there are many, in theſe kingdoms, periſhing 
for lack of knowledge. But, will you not a- 
gree with me in ſaying, that their circumſtances 
are very. different from thoſe of the poor Hea- 
then. The means of knowledge are within the 
reach of the one, but far removed from the 0- 
ther. This is a land of Bibles—and' many, too 
many, undervalue their highly privileged ſitua- 
tion. Who hath believed our report, is {till 
the cry of the weeping ſaint and ſervant of 
God. Moreover, it might be anſwered to ſuch 
objectors - that ſome are fitted to undertake the 

| 0 


* | 25 


18 


leſſer taſk at home; and others, the more form- 
idable work abroad. If men of knowledge, 
and piety, are not, in the Providence of God, 
brought forward into action in their own coun- 
try, ſhall they lay up their talent in a napkin, 
and not uſe it for the benefit of the unenlight- 
ened in foreign parts? If they are ſatisſied in 
their own minds, from many. concurring cir- 
cumſtances, that the ſacred ſervices of the Paſ- 
toral office, are theſe to which they are ſhut 
up; and, at the ſame time, that theſe are either 
not ſtationary, or leſs important, in their own 
country, why ſo much heſitation? We appre- 
hend, that ſuch appearances not obſcurely in- 
dicate that this is not the ſpot where they are 
diſtined to labour with moſt advantage. Do any 
ſay in their hearts, when we commence Miſ- 
fionaries to the Heathen, we muſt bid adieu to 
our eaſe, and proſpects of worldly gain. A re- 
flection of this kind, ſavours too much of a 
ſordid ſpirit, to merit a ſerious reply. What 
though you ſhould relinquiſh your favourite 
circles, and the ſweets of refined friendſhip, and 
have to encounter unknown difficulties. To be 
inſtrumental in delivering men from the power 
of darkneſs, and tranſlating them into the king- 
dom of God's dear Son, is pleaſure much more 
exquiſite than any you can taſte in ſocial life. 
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« Having turned many to righteouſneſs, ye 
<« ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, 
<« and as the ſtars, for ever and ever.” Come, 
ye Heralds of redeeming Grace, diſmiſs your 
fears, and diſplay the banner of truth among 
Jews and idolatrous nations. Bid them gather 
around the Croſs of Jeſus, and call the God of 
Chriſtians their own. Be not aſhamed to tell 
them of the ſimplicity of his ordinances—teach 
them to honour theſe, and ſhew them that ye 
have been baptized into Chriſt. Caſt all your 
cares upon him, for he will care for you. 

In the fourth place; 1f it is the duty of con- 
verts to Chriſtianity to go on unto perfection, 
it belongs to the office of their Spiritual Guides 
to encourage their progreſs, by teaching them 
to obſerve all things whatſoever their Maſter 
has given them in charge to inculcate; this is 
the nature of the inſtructions which were given 
to the Apoſtles; this is the manner in which 
their ſucceſſors ought to conduct their miniſtra- 

tions; and this is the train which faithful 
Miſſionaries will follow. They will not think 
it enough to teach the Heathen what be the 
firſt principles of the oracles of God; but they 
will teach them, to venerate every article of 
doctrine and practice made known in the Scrip- 
tures. Though ſome of theſe are leſs impor- 
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tant chan others, all of them are neceſſary, that 
the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furniſhed unto all good works. Diſciples of 
Chriſt, from among the Heathen, as well as o- 
thers, are bound to regard the purs in/titutions 
and peaceful maxims of their Saviour. And it 
is the duty of Miſſionaries to inculcate theſe 
upon them. The obſervance of his pure inſti. 
tutions, 1s requiſite to their ſpiritual proſperity 
as a Church; and, to exemplify his peaceful 
maxims, is neceſſary to their good order and 
"happineſs as members of civil Society. Miſ- 
ſionaries, therefore, keeping cloſe by the orders 
of their Maſter in heaven, will endeavour to en- 
force both theſe, by their doctrinal exerciſes 
and - correſponding behaviour; they will preſs 
upon the people the duty of ſearching the 
Scriptures, that they may have a growing ac- 
quaintance with revealed truths; and they will 
direct their attention to every divine ordinance, 
as the means of their fellowſhip with God, and 
with one another. Diſciples of Chriſt, gather. 
ed from among the Heathen, who have believ- 
ed with-their hearts, and made confeſſion with 
their mouths unto ſalyation, will not habitually 
overlook any commandment he has enjoined 
upon them, whether it relates to their own per- 
ſonal comfort, or to the welfare of his body, the 
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Church; and Miſſionaries will prove unfaith- 
ful to their truſt when they ſhun to declare 


and recommend theſe obſervances. For ſome 


of theſe may be treated, as of no eſſential mo- 
ment, by the world, and by Chriſtians leſs diſ- 
cerning; and may, nevertheleſs, be important 
articles of revelation; as ſuch, they ought to be 
regarded by teacher and taught. 

Further, to exemplify; the peaceful maxims 
of the Saviour, is neceſſary to the good or- 
der and happineſs of his diſciples, as members 
of civil Society. And Miſſionaries to the Hea- 
then, muſt teach them to obſerve theſe. If our 
Lord is the Prince of Peace —if his kingdom is 
not of this world —if he uſhered in the religion 
he taught, as friendly in every reſpect to ſocial 
order, by his own practice —if his Diſciples 
have their citizenſhip in heaven, and confeſs 

themſelves ſtrangers and pilgrims on the earth 
Af, in keeping the peace of the city, they 
ſhall. have peace; they act in character, when 
they ſtudy to be quiet and gentle, doing their 
own buſineſs. While they boldly withſtand e- 
very. temptation to ſinful compliances, they will 
ſubmit themſelves to every ordipance of man, 
for the Lord's ſake; for it is the will of God, 
that, with well doing, they may put to ſil- 
ence the ignorance of fooliſh men.“ We 


22 


truſt thoſe who are ſent forth, will teach the 
people to obſerve Chriſt's peaceful maxims; and 
give no handle to any to impeach their con- 
duct, as inimical to good order; for this will 
obſtruct the ends of their miſſion. As a Socie- 
ty, we have publicly diſclaimed political inter- 
ferences; therefore, none goes forth with an 
allowance to practiſe them; if they ſhould be 
employed in this way, they depart from their 
inſtructions; we hope better things of them, 
and things becoming the = objects * 
them. 

It is the duty of Miſſionaries to teach the 
Heathen to obſerve all things, whatſover, 
Chriſt has given them in charge to inculcate. 
An attempt to mutilate, or abridge, his laws, is 
a high misdemeanour. All things, which they 
have received of the Lord, in his word, re- 
ſpecting the government of his houſe, as well 
as the hopes and comforts of his children, they 
are bound to deliver to the people. And, by 
their faithful labours, converts to Chriſtianity 
will be nurſed and confirmed in the Faith of the 
Goſpel; they will ſhine in the beauty of ho- 
Imefs, and be preſented at laſt a glorious 
* church, not having ſpot, or wrinkle, or w_ 
* {uch thing.“ | 
Whatſoever the Lord "We PIES We" dem, 
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ſhould be taught the people; but nothing which 
he has not commanded. The Bible is the book 
of inſlructions which the Miſſionary ought chiefly _ 
to examine. No doQrine, nor maxim, concerning 
religion, can be urged with ſafety which is not 
contained in the oracles of God, either directly, 
or by juſt conſequence. The Miſhonary is not 
charged to teach rhe peculiarities of a party, 
unleſs they be the peculiarities of the Bible; 
and, in this caſe, they are amiable peculiarities, 
whatever party ſhould maintain them. If he 
teach, for doctrines, the commandments of men, 
though the moſt renowned names, or the moſt 
ancient uſage, ſhould ſanction them, he does it 
at his peril. The ſentiments of men, are enti- 
tled to a candid examination; and, in fo far as 
they coincide with the truth of the Goſpel, they 
ought to be received. Honeſt Miſſionary in- 
ſtructors, will try all by what the Spirit * ſaith 
* unto the Churches; they will ſuffer nothing 
to be admitted by their Converts, ſo far as their 
influence and knowledge extend, but the things 
which are agreeable to this. I do not ſay, that 
no books ſhould be put into their hands but the 
Scriptures; others, the reſult of a judicious ſe- 
lection, may be given them; but, perſuaded as 
I am, that the inſpired writings, as they lie be- 
fore us, are the great, the appointed means of 
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converting ſinners, and building up ſaints in their 
moſt holy faith, theſe ſhould be principally held 
up to them. The ſtudy of this book ſhould direct 
them in the choice of every other; this is the one 
infallible rule of ſentiments and conduR; there is 


no other; and it is obligatory upon all to whom 
it is known; it is equally. ſuited to thoſe who in- 


habit the iſlands of rhe South Sea, and the king- 
doms of Africa, as to Europeans — the triumphs 
of the Croſs, and power of the ſame Goſpel, will 
be diſplayed in all lands, for the obedience of 
Faith. Who is there among you who would 
wiſh to be an humble inſtructor of the fooliſh, 
and a teacher of babes? Where are the peo- 
ple deſirous of building the houſe of the Lord, 
and erecting the enſigns of the Mediator's king- 
dom among the Heathen? Let them watch the 
movements of Providence; let them hear the 
voice of God, that they may fulfil his pleaſure. 
It is, no doubt, by gracious and almighty in- 
fluences, “that the deſart ſhall rejoice, and 
s bloſſom as the roſe; that men may ſee, and 
&« know, and conſider, _ and -vnderſtand toge- 
« ther, that the hand of the Lord hath done 
ce this** Inſtruments, however, ſhall Be hon- 


oured in the performance; « will plant, ſaid 
„ Jehovah, in the wildernefs, the cedar, rhe 


e ſhittah tree, and the myrtle, and the oil tree: 
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« J will ſet, in the deſart, the fir tree, and the 
<, pine, and the box tree together.“ Iſaiah xli. 
19. And faithful Miſſionaries ſhall come forth 
to dreſs this garden of God. Fear not the dan- 
gers of this work; your God is your ſtrength 
and conſolation. ,'This wil r by ne: 
i... ac, | | 

In the fifth ace: That al encouragements to 
Miſſionary exertions are included in the gracious 
preſence. of the exalted Jeſus; who bids them 
Go and teach all nations. While he was on 
the mountain with his Diſciples, and iflued forth 
their commiſſion, he proclaimed in their hear- 
ing. Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
ce the end of the world.” They were about 
to enter upon an employ, very arduous; they 
were to meet dangers of every kind; they had, 
therefore, need of ſtrong conſolation. This 
their Lord imparted to them in the promiſe he 
delivered. It is expreſſed in few words, but of ex- 
tenfive meaning. The benefit of it was not con- 
fined to the Apoſtles and Teachers of that age, 
but may be enjoyed by all in purſuit of the 
ſame deſigns, according to their reſpective de- 
partments. This declaration of ' Chriſt is re- 
corded for the purpoſe of ſolacing right-heart- 
ed . Miſſionaries under their manifold tribula- 
tions. * Lo, ſaid he, I am with you.” The 
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faying i is true, and demands our implicit belief, 
it manifeſts mueli condeſcenſion, and calls forth 
our aſtoniſhment and gratitude. - Jeſus, who is 
the Lord Omnipotent; Who has the govern- 
ment on his ſhoulder, and unto whom! all pow- 
er is given in heaven and in earth, has declar- 
ed, and he has cauſed the declaration to be 
eee for public ufefulneſs, „1 am with 
« you alway, even unto the end of the world.” 
This is well calculated to rejoice the hearts of 
men who go forth to teach the nations. The 
great God, our Saviour, is preſent every where, 
and with all, as the Infinite One, the Lord of 
the Univerſe: But his Spiritual preſence is the 
peculiar privilege of his Saints. This is the 
ſenſe in which the words of our text are to be 
underſtood. He is with his faithful ſervants at 
home and abroad—with pious and zealous Miſ- 
ſionaries in every ſituation. Are they ſurrounded 
with dangers? he is with them, as their almigh- 
ty guardiari—he ſhall cover them with his fea- 
| thers—his truth ſhall be their ſhield and buck- 
ler: Or, if they ſhould fall by the hands of vi- 
olence, their fleſh ſhall reſt in hope: „And, 
« when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, they 
«ſhall N a crown of glory, that fadeth 
e not away.” 
Are they brought into painful dilemmas, and 
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know not, on particular occaſions, how to con- 


duct their miſſion? Do they feel anxious in de- 


termining what method is beſt adapted for in- 


ſtructing rude and uncultivated minds? The 
Lord Chriſt is with them, to ſhew them what 
is beſt; and to give their plans -a proper direc- 
tion His name is Counſellor He maketh 


darkneſs light before his people, and crooked 


things fſtraight—He hath ſpoken in this wiſe, 


<« 1 will iaſtruct thee, and teach thee, in the 


<< way which thou ſhalt go: I will guide thee 
<< with mine eye.“ Pal. xxxii. 8. 


- They may be. chaſtened with pain on their 
beds, and the multitude of their bones with 


ſtrong pain. In ſuch a ſituation, their anguiſh 


may be increafed by thinking upon the un. 


healthy climate where they dwell. Their Re- 
deemer, however, is with them, as a very pre- 


ſent help in trouble. The ſame Lord, who, in 


climates not more wholeſoine; rebuked fevers; 


and healed malignant diſcaſes, - has the ſame 


heart to compaſſionate, and the ſame arm to 


faye them. Though -theſe faithful labourers 
ſhould linger in pain for many days, his Grace 


is ſufficient for them: - Or, if they ſhould fall by 


theſe diſeaſes, which they feared, they die in a 
good cauſe; * they reſt from their labours, and 
ce their works ſhall follow them.“ 
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It may be that their ſucceſs among the Hea- 
then is ſmall, and ſcarcely diſcernible. Why 
ſhould this fill them with hopeleſs diſmay? 
The Saviour liveth to give effect to his pro- 
miſes; and he does this, ſometimes, when it is 
not perceived in the firſt inſtance. It is enough 
that he has aſſured his ſervants of final ſucceſs 
in this work; and theſe aſſurances are publiſh- 
ed in different forms, and in many paſſages of 
Holy writ. The hope of ſucceſs in Miſſionary 
undertakings is very animating; and, indeed, 
without this, none would be ſo hardy as to en- 
gage in them; but the command of the great 
Lord, is the determining reaſon of obedience; 
and, in following this, upon the principles of 
the Goſpel, there is no room for deſpondency; 
nay, though few, either of Jews or Gentiles, 
ſhould be gathered to the Saviour by the in- 
ſtrumentality of thoſe who are now ſent forth, 
they ſhall find it no loſing concern, but a gain- 
ful one; they ſhall be glorious in the eyes of 
„ the Lord, and their God ſhall be their 
& ſtrength.” Shall men of enterprize- in the 
commercial world hazard ſo much, and each 
one look for his gain from every quarter? Do 
they engage in ſpeculations of very doubtful iſ- 
ſue? And ſhall not the ſpiritual merchant vend 
his infinitely more precious wares, under every 
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embarraſſing circumſtance, when he knows that 
they ſhall turn out to good account in the end. 
In fine; are Miſhonaries diſcouraged, becauſe 
they are little able to withſtand the blandiſh- 
ments of ſenſe, which they may have to encoun- 
ter; they have no reaſon; he who can fortify 
them againſt ſolicitations of this kind, at home, 
is preſent with them, to enable them to over- 
come them, abroad. Truſting in his Grace 
for recruits of ſpiritual vigour, the ſelf-denied 
Miſſionary ſhall be preſerved without ſpot, and 
blameleſs. While they ſubſtantiate to their 
minds, in the exerciſe of Faith, the perfections 
of their God, and enjoy the pleaſures of inti- 
macy with him, they ſhall riſe ſuperior to 
theſe dangers, and purify themſelves, as Chriſt 
is pure. 

The declaration in the text, promiſes a divine 
and ſpecial preſence with them in all times; not in 
future periods only, when the glory of the lat- 
ter days ſhall be reſplendent, but in the preſent 
ſtages, of accompliſhing divine predictions, 
when the ſituation of Miſſionaries may be fin- 
gularly trying. The exalted Mediator, who 
rules among the nations, is with them now, to 
cheriſh their expectations of opening light and 
purity in the Church; and he ſhall be with them 
when they ſtep into the field of exertion and 
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conflict. When the kingdoms of the world 
are convulſed to the centre, when the ſhaking 
of the heavens and the earth portends an ap- 
proaching eventful period, Miſſionaries may be 
confident of this very thing; that he who hath 
begun this good work, and makes uſe of na- 
tional revolutions to facilitate its progreſs, ſhall 
perfect it in due time. What ſhall harm you, 
if ye be neren of Wat which is _ 


The Nuſtration of theſe 3 on the text, 
may direct to us ſome of the qualifications re- 
_ quifite in Miſſionaries to Heathen Countries. 
The work is the Lord's; but he was pleaſed 
to ſend forth men of like paſſions with ourſelves 
to traverſe. the nations of the world, that they 
might teach Jews and Gentiles. Have we not 
then reaſon to conclude, that he will {till make his 
gracious approaches to them, through a ſimilar 
medium? therefore, it is our buſineſs to make 
choice of thoſe who ſeem to be beſt fitted for 
the work. 5 
(I.) The Commiſion i is to go to al nations. 
Teachers and Miniſters of Religion who devote 
themſelves to this ſervice, will be called to viſit 
countries at a diſtance from their own; they 
will breathe in air of a different temperature; 
the. man, therefore, who has a' conſiderable 
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portion of natural vigour, or ſuch a habit of 
body as is moſt likely to ſuſtain the ſhock of à 
change of climate, ſeems the moſt proper for a 
foreign Miſſion. They muſt learn the language 
of the people among whom they labour; they 
muſt not, therefore, be averſe to habits of ap- 
plication. It is needful they be men reſolved to 
improve the memory by unwearied induſtry. 
Their ſphere of action may be among tribes 
very obſtinate and uncultivated. Steadineſs, 
therefore, and courage, as natural endowments, 
are neceſſary to co-operate with their Chriſtian 
fortitude, and to * w to all tlicir move- 
ments. | 
(2.) Itis bete of Milcharies, t to train up 
men who have been fettered with Jewiſh preju- 
dices, or ſunk in the idolatries of Heatheniſm, 
for being members of the Church of Chriſt. It 
is needful, therefore, that they know divine 
truths by vital and growing experience; and, 
that they follow on to know them by continued 
reſearches, and an exemplary conduct, Whe⸗ 
ther Catechiſts, or Teachers, 'clothed with 
the Paſtoral Office, may be engaged in this 
work, they ought to be qualified'to reach the 
Goſpel, not with enticing words of man's wil- 
dom, but in genuine ſimplicity. The rude peo- 
ple ought to diſcover in their Inſtructors, the 
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knowledge of the Chriſtian, combined with his 
affectionate warmth and unfeigned godlineſs. 
( 3.) To judge of the meaſure of Chriſtian 
knowledge and profeſſion neceſſary for admit- 
ting perſons, who have formerly been involved 
in groſs darkneſs, to the ſealing Ordinances of 
the Church of Chriſt, is not an eaſy taſk; Miſ- 
ſionaries, therefore, ought to be men of ſpirit- 
ual {kill and prudence. _ The Miniſters of Reli- 
gion have ſcope, for the exerciſe of theſe, a- 
mong a people who have enjoyed the admini- 
{trations of the Goſpel from their childhood, 
and much more among thoſe who have, lately 
embraced the faith of it. To admit thoſe who 
have little or no appearances of Chriſtianity to 
the ſeals of the Covenant of Grace, or to refuſe 
admiſſion to thoſe who do not poſſeſs them to 
that extent we might require in a country 
which has been long favoured with the light of 
the Goſpel, are both, perhaps, unſafe extremes; 
much, therefore, of the wiſdom that is from a- 
bove, ought to be poſſeſſed by Paſtors engaged 
in Miſſionary work. 

(4.) Thoſe who are ſent to- 1 the 
Heathen, have it in ſpecial charge to inculcate 
the obſervance of all divine inſtitutions and 
maxims, according to their degree of impor- 
tance; It is, therefore, requiſite that they be 
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men of fervent zeal for the truths of Revela- 
tion, that they may enter into a defence of 
them, with a true primitive ſpirit, againſt eve- 
ry ſubtle diſputant, and thus confirm diſciples 
in the Faith of them. Lukewarmneſs, in the 
cauſe of Chriſtianity, ill becomes the men who 
patronize it, and eſpecially thoſe employed on 


a Miſſion to Heathen lands. There they ought | 


to be exemplary in their attachment to every 
doctrine and commandment of their Lord; in- 
difference about them, will prove highly inju- 
rious to themſelves and to others. Miſſionaries 
zealouſly affected always in a good thing, will 
labour with much adyantage. The Church 
which they have been honoured to congregate, 


will revere their charaters—be invited to 


cleave to the religion of Jeſus, and to be fol- 
lowers of God, as dear children: Their zeal, 
tempered with meekneſs, and embracing; every 
ſacred inſtitution of their Maſter, will ſpeak 
loudly in favours of the doctrines they teach. 

(5.) The promiſe of Chriſt's preſence” with 
his'ſervants, is a chearing conſideration; but, 
without the operative impreſſions of it, the 
mind cannot be ſupported under preſſures: The 
Miſſionary, Deen is called to exerciſe a 
re Faith. 0 

The rice in-the text, is a broad 190 
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ſtable foundation for it. Without Faith, it is 
impoſſible to pleaſe God, or partake of the 
comforts of his preſence. But to him who 
ce believeth, all things are poſlible.” Men, 
like worms for weakneſs and infignificance, 
« ſhall threſh the mountains and beat them 
ce ſmall.” Prevailing unbelief will render Miſ- 
ſionaries timid; it will enervate their purſuits. 
If they would combat dangers with ſucceſs, 
and endure hardneſs as good ſoldiers of Jeſus 
Chriſt, they muſt be men full of Faith, and 
& of the Holy Ghoſt.” © Through their God 
« they ſhall dowaliantly.” < Watch ye, ſtand 
« faſt in the Faith, quit you like men, be 
« ſtrong.” 1 Cor. xvi. 13. for your Redeemer 
hath ſaid, I am with thee; be not diſmayed; 
J am thy God; I will ſtrengthen thee; yea, I 
ce will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee, with 
cc the right hand of my righteouſneſs.” Ifaiah 
kli. 10. God, who cannot he, hath recorded it 
for the encouragement of his ſervants in allages, 
and as a powerful incentive to works and lubours 
of love, Lo, I am with you alway, even un- 
<* to the end of the world. Amen.“ It ſhall be 
fo—we may believe it with joyful confidence. 
And; ſhall we not offer our daily prayers to 
God, with all the importunity which this pleaſ- 
ing hope inſpires, that thoſe who are ſent forth 
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to teach the nations, may experience it in its 
fullneſs of operation and bleſſed fruits. 


Having thus endeavoured to illuſtrate ſome 
propoſitions concerning the duty and qualiſica- 
tions of Miſſionaries, founded on the Apoſtolic 
Commiſſiov, we ſhall add a few ſentences as a 
Concluſion of this Diſcourſe. 
| While we make laudable endeavours to fur- 
niſh blinded nations with Paſtors and Teachers, 
for diffuſing the knowledge of the Goſpel among 
them, let us not, my Dear Friends, forget the 
work aſſigned us in our own land. What an un- 
gracious aſpect will it have to the world, to do the 
one, and leave the other undone! It is indeed 
pleaſant to obſerve many in this and other places, 
labouring to promote religious inſtruction and 
improvement. We hope, that ſuch will not relax 
their uſeful ſervices. There is ſtill much to be 
done. Infidelity makes rapid advanees. Igno- 
rance of divine truths lamentably prevails. The 
duties of ſocial worſhip are neglected by many. 
Impiety in every form ſtalks abroad. And God 
is ſhewing us ſtrange things in the courſe of his 
Providence. Depending, therefore, on his 
Grace, let us beſtir ourſelves, in our different 
ſtations, to the diſcharge of our duty. The 
ſphere is not contracted while there are ſo many 
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among us, rude and ignorant, ſupine and li- 
centious. To make us conſiſtent Philanthro- 
piſts, it is neceſſary that we be inſtant, in ſea- 
ſon and out of ſeaſon, for the ſpiritual advan- 
tage of our fellow creatures. | 
Since this Society was formed, many have 
aſſorded it their liberal ſupport; and I have no 
doubt of their willingneſs to continue it, by e- 
very ſpecies of co-operation which may be re- 
quired. Severals have propoſed themſelves as 
Miſſionaries to whatever iſland, or kingdom, 
vou ſhall think proper to ſend them. Some 
have gone forth under your patronage; and o- 
thers are under trial, for the ſame important 
purpoſe. And, may I not congratulate you on 
that confidential union, which has marked your 
deliberations. Let this brotherly love continue. 
The cauſe in which we are embarked, will de- 
rive advantage from it Let us not, in any in- 
ſtance, loſe ſight of the object of this inſtitu- 
tion, nor ſwerve from it. Our collected ener- 
gy, in purſuit of a common object, was not 
meant to entrench upon particular convictions. 
Attending to the openings of Providence, let us 
conduct every meaſure with prudence and har- 
mony, that our zeal may be always with know- 
ledge. The ſucceſs of all depends upon the di- 
vine agency: Let us then, frequently, bow our 


37 


knees to the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, that he may effectually concur with the 
means we employ. The tribute of alms, will 
not be pleaſing to God without prayers. But 
giving and aſking in faich, ſhall be crowned 
with ſucceſs. We truſt, that the Members of 
this Society whoſe hearts are in che work, Will 
not ſuffer every trivial avocation to detain chem 
from our ſtated Meetings for Prayer. Such 
will not ceaſe to cry to the Lord of the harveſt, 
with increaſing: fervour, for his divine counte- 
nance in this intereſting buſineſs, though he 
ſhould not indulge their wiſhes in that | ſeaſon, 
nor in the manner they have propoſed to their 
own minds; it is enough that their A en Hhall 
not be difappointed. n 
Finally, ye lovers of Chriſt ad of Masi, 

do what in you lies to promote the extenſion of 
his kingdom; embrace the favourable oppor- 
tunity; prefer the intereſts of the Goſpel to your 
chief joy. Ye who would wiſh to ſpend, and 
to be ſpent, in teaching the people who have 
no viſion, and are ready to periſh, impartially 
conſult the call of duty; minutely obſerve the 
ways of God towards you: By the particular 
direction of theſe, you may be able to read his 
mind in diſtin and impreſſive characters; 
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*« and the Lord give you underſtanding in all 
„things.“ 
Let us give diligence to make our calling 
and election ſure.” Conſcious of our obli- 
gations to our Redeeming Lord, we ſhall be 
conſtrained by his love, to do good to the ſouls 
of men by every effort of Paſtoral and Chriſtian 
aſſiduity: Such a public ſpirit is an ingredient 
of a worthy character: By ſhewing it, we will 
manifeſt the operations of Divine Grace, and 
the influence of the Goſpel of Chriſt. And, when 
the myſtery of God is finiſhed, the ranſomed 
of the Lord, © from every kindred, and tongue, 
< and people, and nation, ſhall come to the 
& heavenly Zion, with ſongs and everlaſting 
4 joy upon their heads; they ſhall obtain joy 
e and gladneſs, and ſorrow and ſighing ſhall 
e flee away.” AMEN and AMEN. 
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